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Editor’s Note

The Macao Polytechnic Institute (MPI) has received a steady stream of
good news over the past year. Several alumni have attained remarkable
achievements in international competitions, such as being awarded Gold,
Silver and Bronze medals in the Asian Games, and receiving honours from
the Macao SAR Government, bringing glory to MPI.

We have become the first higher education institution in Macao to garner
the National Teaching Achievement Award, indicating that our teaching
quality is highly recognised across the higher education sector. In the recent
Graduation Ceremony for Academic Year 2018/2019, a total of 680 graduates
were awarded a bachelor’s degree. We aim to expand the talent pool and
facilitate the building of Macao into a base for training Sino-Portuguese
bilingual professionals, as well as encouraging students’ participation in the
development of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.

The various exchange activities organised by MPI have brought together
experts from around the world to explore the development direction of the
Greater Bay Area and the countries along the Belt and Road in the new
era. These activities have also broadened students’ horizons and provided
opportunities for them to enrich themselves with ample knowledge of social
development, thus preparing them to fully unleash their strengths and offer
greater contributions to Macao in the future.

MPI will start running several postgraduate programmes in the Academic
Year 2019/2020, seeking innovation amid constant development while
integrating into the growth of the Greater Bay Area and the country as a
whole. Through innovative teaching that combines cross-disciplinary studies
with cutting-edge technologies, we seek to build a high-level academic
platform stimulating an enhanced quality of local higher education and
nurturing talent of all kinds for the development of Macao and the Greater
Bay Area.

This issue of MPI Connect features three alumni, Season Lao, Hoi Long and
Song Wai Kit, who have been flying high in arts, sports and the business
sector respectively, will share their learning experience at MPI and how they
were inspired by MPI to become an outstanding professional with remarkable
achievements.

Although graduates have each embarked on their separate paths, the MPI Alumni
Association will continue to give support and maintain a close connection. We
welcome alumni to share their thoughts and memories through MPI Connect,
and to continue the journey of life together with heads held high.

Editorial Team
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Alumnus Season Lao, a Macao Artist Living in Japan Gains
Fame and Reputation, Using Art to Portray Nature’s Emotions

Season Lao graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Design from the Macao Polytechnic Institute in 2009. At
such a young age he has already acquired a reputation
in Japan’s fiercely competitive environment as an artist
who can certainly hold one’s own. In mid-May this year,
he accepted his alma mater’s invitation to return to Macao
to host a solo exhibition in the Meng Tak Building for
the 20th anniversary of the establishment of the Alumni
Association. One of the exhibited artworks, Drawing of
Ice Lotuses, imbued with rich connotations of traditional
Chinese thought and culture, expresses the coexistence
of nature and humanity and the countless manifestations
of life and death. He also exhibited a number of old
collections and shared his creative journey with all the
participants.

The Spirit and Philosophy of Drawing of Ice Lotuses
For nearly eight years, Lao’s artworks have been
created in an approach that combines photography and
custom handmade plant fibre paper, which together render
an ink-wash fibrous effect in the final artwork. One day in
the deep winter of February this year, he encountered a
20-meter-long frozen lotus pond in Morioka, Hokkaido. The
frozen pool surface formed a pure white space for a group of
withering lotuses. The quiet and simplistic winter scene adds
imagination to nature, and also inspired him to create the
Drawing of Ice Lotuses, which is marked by a hint of Oriental
aesthetics and a tranquil and peaceful atmosphere.

Lotus is an important symbol in Buddhism as it arises
from the mud to bloom unstained and its roots survive
even after the flowers have withered. At the invitation of the

famous Zuisenji Temple in Kyoto, Japan, Lao made the first
breakthrough in early May, creating a spiritual art corner for
the temple. In the ‘karesansui’ (rock garden) which is usually
closed to the public, visitors can stand among newly reborn
Japanese pine shoots and observe the Drawing of Ice Lotuses
in the Zen temple. From a unique perspective, they can feel
the living energy of the lotuses, contemplate reincarnation
and the essence of all things, and envisage a balanced and
sustainable relationship between our global society and
nature. ‘The alternation of seasons is a beautiful cycle. The
Rock Garden is transformed into a miniature landscape of
mountain and water with the use of stones, white sand and
lines, which resembles a poetic and picturesque painting.
It provides a rare opportunity to take a respite from life’s
hustle and bustle. When standing in the garden, you feel
your interaction with the surrounding space and integration
with nature, and there you become a part of everything.’

The Lotus is also the floral emblem of Macao. This
year coincides with the 20th anniversary of Macao's
return to the Motherland. It is of special significance to
Lao that the Drawing of Ice Lotuses can be displayed
at his alma mater. Also, in order for the exhibit and the
surrounding exhibition space to complement one another,
he especially visited the venue at the Meng Tak Building
in advance to arrange visual effects and installations that
fit the environment, hoping to fully express the creative
concept of the artwork from different perspectives. ‘MPI
for me is a place full of enlightenment and memories. | am
very honoured to return to my alma mater, with a different
role and viewpoint this time, to share with everyone the
journey of my growth from MPI to Japan.’

11 0000 MPI CONNECT
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MPI Nurtures Artistic Talent

Lao’s residence in Japan began in 2010. Originally
hired by a Norwegian design company for an internship
programme in Northern Europe, he was unable to take the
offer due to visa issues. Instead, he ended up following
what fate had in store for him and set off to live in a small
town in Hokkaido — not knowing a single word of Japanese.
The slow pace of life in the snowy countryside put his
mind at ease. There, he encountered natural scenery that
touched his heartstrings, brought him endless inspiration
and eventually started him on the path to becoming an
artist. To date, his penetrating works have been collected
and exhibited by many art museums and galleries around
the world. In order to gain greater life experience, he has
spent most of his time in recent years visiting various
countries to exhibit his works and he will soon set up a
studio in Kyoto, Japan.

He feels that the diverse and professional design
education he received at MPI made his artistic career
possible. In addition to teaching extensive technical
knowledge which proves useful in various design projects,
MPI| inspires creative thinking through humanistic
aesthetics for students to fully understand the true
meaning of ‘design’. ‘Art comes from life. People’s inner
pursuit for aesthetics gave rise to the birth of “design”.
MPI has provided me with the knowledge of western and
eastern artistic developments. It gave me insight into the
subtle relationship between design and art, which helped
me create a unique creative context that transcends
traditions, and designs that give space for contemplation
and that allow different people to become inspired.’

Every year art graduates finish their studies brimming
with imagination for the future. Lao, in addition to his
role as a judge at art events, also actively encourages
artists from all over the world to visit Macao for artistic
exchange. He advises local young designers to dream
big and venture into the world, as they are multi-talented
and possess great potential. ‘Your graduation project
is only a summary of the knowledge you obtained over
four years at university. It is extremely important that
with the help of that knowledge you seize the unlimited
development opportunities in Macao and turn a new page
in life for yourself. The pursuit for culture and art takes
time and is not restricted by geographical boundaries.
Art creation is only refined through a constant exchange
of ideas and self-study. As long as you stay true to your
dreams, remember your original intentions and goals, and
constantly seek breakthroughs and improvements, you
will flourish in your creative profession.” He hopes they
can follow a path suitable for them and push Macao’s art
onto the international stage together to achieve greater
possibilities.

The Drawing of Ice Lotuses has been exhibited at an art
museum in Manchester, USA in July this year. The intriguing
white space in the work whispers Lao’s endless words to the
world. He hopes to usher in a new era through contemporary
art, changing people’s perspectives on art and guiding
them in appreciating the visual beauty in life. ‘Macao needs
a diverse cultural and spiritual impact. Contemporary art is
transient yet beautiful. We cannot be certain about its future,
but we can indeed create history through it.’
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